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Grace Presbyterian Church              November 28, 2021 

Psalm 25:1-10, 1 Thes. 3:9-13, Luke 21:25-36 First Sunday in Advent     

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“Hope” 

 

Often at Christmas time, children and many of us think about what we can 

get. That mindset transitions for many of us to anxieties about what we can 

or should give. Advent is meant to be a time to think about Jesus, his second 

coming, and preparing ourselves for the celebration of his first coming. How 

can we do that well in this broken culture of ours that only sees this season 

materialistically and financially? 

 

The quick answer is to focus on Jesus. Keep Him in Christmas. But how? 

Maybe with bumper stickers and lawn signs and our church sign…but more 

than that, you know God wants to do a work inside you. He is constantly 

more interested in what is going on inside you, although he does care about 

your actions and your works, not just your thoughts and attitudes. 

 

As we consider Jesus anew, we wonder at the fact that He gave up heaven, 

and the absolute unity of His Father and the Spirit there. He chose to become 

one of us and move into the neighbourhood. He placed himself in the hands 

of a teenager from Nazareth and her partner. He faced all the vulnerabilities 

we face. He became human and understands our humanity. He experienced 

the loss of close friends and family. He gave up His life at an early age and 

experienced being tortured to death that we might have a relationship with 

the living God.  

 

God became human and moved into the neighbourhood. Put yourself in His 

place, if you can, and sense all that He gave up to give us what He would 

give up again at His death only to be vindicated forever at His resurrection. 

Giving up our lives to His mission and service is a big part of what He is 

calling us to do and be. He mentors us and is a model for what we might 

become. The greatest human beings that have ever lived reflect Him. Our 

greatest hopes and dreams and visions are fulfilled in Him, the prophet, 

priest and king. He is the Prince that wins our hearts. He is the Slayer of the 

dragon. He defeats the darkness in our lives and for the whole world. So we 

take a few moments mostly in December to remember Him, to experience 

Him, to become closer to Him. 
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Hope is a word like faith that seems nebulous or gaseous. It is vague in its 

meaning for many of us, but is found throughout the Bible. It is one of the 

“big three” at the end of 1 Corinthians 13:13: “Now these remain: faith, 

hope and love…” What is hope and why is it important? 

 

We often see hope as a way of expressing our wishes: I hope we don’t get 

freezing rain today, I was hoping to get out…I hope that package arrives on 

time…I hope to visit Malta again. There’s nothing wrong with expressing 

our wishes and desires. But there is something much deeper to hope. In the 

Bible, we see it in the definition of “faith” in Hebrews 11:1: 

 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 

not see.  

 

Faith is trusting God. Faith forces us to go beyond our physical vision to a 

spiritual vision of who God is and depending upon Him for our present and 

our future. All is not like it appears. Yes, this life is broken. Yes, we have 

many disappointments, disillusionments and unfulfilled dreams. But God 

has something better in mind, something He offers to everyone who trusts 

Him. And yes, you cannot see it. But you can be sure about what you hope 

for… You can be certain of what you can’t see. 

 

The writer to the Hebrews goes on in chapter 11, to give about a dozen case 

studies of people who trusted God: Abel who died young from murder, 

Enoch who mysteriously disappeared, Noah who went through floods like 

no other, Abraham, Sarah (and others) Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, the 

people of Israel, Rahab and the author mentions several more names of 

judges, kings and prophets: Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, 

Samuel…each of them are case studies in trusting God. None of them are 

perfect, just like us. But the author of Hebrews says they all trusted God and 

hoped in their relationship with God as a certainty, in spite of not receiving 

in this life what God promised. (Heb. 11:13, 39) 

 

God promises us a new heaven and a new earth (Rev. 21:1), an unshakable 

kingdom (Heb. 12:28) that is started now but will only come to its 

completion in the new Jerusalem, (Rev. 21:2) the place of reunion, God’s 

house that Jesus talks about in John 14:1-4. These are realities to hope for, 

alongside the best reality of relationship with Jesus Christ now and forever, 

who introduces us to God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. Our hope is 

not just a wish, but solidly based on God’s promise that this brief life of ours 
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is an introduction to something much more. Now that is not to say that we 

are to take this life lightly and our choices lightly. This life matters. Your 

choices now matter. Choose today again to follow Jesus: to know Him; to 

love Him; to put all your hope in Him. 

 

The apostle Peter says: 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 

that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you…  

(1 Peter 1:3-4) 

 

Notice that Peter tells us it is the new birth that gives us a “living hope.” We 

know how we feel when God grants us the gift of children and 

grandchildren. There is a great celebration, even though it comes at a great 

cost to the woman and the couple that receives that new life. We have new 

life in Jesus when we accept Him as Master and Saviour from our sins. He 

gives us a “living hope” that we will be like Jesus, transformed from our 

current broken, rebellious to God selves, and made new. Jesus brings us and 

is our living hope. He is not a wish, but a real, historic person who lives now 

and forevermore, fully God, fully human, a wonderful Saviour, and 

supremely our friend. 

 

It is hope in who Jesus is that gives me hope for His Church, maybe not our 

denomination, or every congregation in Ottawa but in Jesus and in His 

worldwide work happening right now. It is hope that gives me some humble 

optimism for the kingdom of God breaking into Orleans, into our 

neighbourhoods today, right now through you, and even through me. 

Optimism is the confidence that the outcome will be positive, favorable, and 

desirable. That plea for a “humble optimism,” is based on who Jesus is, what 

He is doing, what He has done and what He will bring to completion. We 

can have hope in the midst of this broken life because of Jesus. That’s why 

we keep saying that introducing others to Him is the best thing we can do in 

this season and always, because we trust Him.  

 

It is Peter who writes that we have a great inheritance that will never perish, 

spoil or fade, unlike our Christmas decorations and trees. We know they will 

perish, spoil and are already fading. But what we have in Jesus is the reason 

for the season. 
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Why does this season lift so many of us up? Because we know the 

celebration of Jesus’ birth is also a celebration of our second births, brought 

about by Jesus’ life and ministry, his sacrifice and resurrection. It is a time 

of many gifts, no matter what is under the tree. 

 

Jesus makes sense of this life by His own. He saw beyond the sacrifices, the 

pain, the excruciating losses, that He Himself would be required to suffer. 

He went beyond His rights, giving these up, for us. Paul put it this way: 

 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 

gained access by faith in this grace in which we now stand. And we 

rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also 

rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And 

hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love 

into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

  (Romans 5:1-5) 

 

Paul adds a couple of things to our understanding of hope and how hope 

operates in our lives. We can’t see it now, but we know the glory of God 

will last forever. It is who He is. He will make all things right. He will judge 

rightly and wisely even as He patiently waits on us to choose Him now. So 

hope gives us a “pure enthusiasm,” even in the midst of terrible things 

happening now. Enthusiasm is just a fancy word for being “in God,” even 

though we use it today to describe ourselves and others experiencing intense 

and eager enjoyment of life. Our relationship to God in Jesus gives us a 

passion (which can mean either suffering or positive motivation) for life, as 

Jesus describes that life, particularly new life in Him. In fact, we can have 

such a pure enthusiasm that it will get us through the worst parts of this life.  

 

Did you notice how much Paul sounds like James (1:2), or vice-versa? That 

pure enthusiasm (the foundational relationship with the living God) can 

sustain us through our sufferings, remembering that suffering allows us to 

learn perseverance which in turn creates Christian character (being like 

Christ) and that culminates in the highest part of Paul’s powerful progression 

which is hope. Nothing can drown that hope. Nothing can burn that hope 

out. Nothing can bury that hope. Why? Because if God is for us, who can 

really be against us? (Romans 8) Death doesn’t even get the last word. 
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Hope, when grounded in Jesus and our relationship to Him is a humble 

optimism and a pure enthusiasm. (Humble optimism HO, pure enthusiasm 

PE = HOPE) 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 

15:13) 

 

Let us pray. 
 


